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Social Host Liability 
 

Massachusetts Law M.G.L. Chapter 138 Section 34 

- Whoever furnishes any such beverage or alcohol for a person under 21 

years of age shall be punished by a fine of not more than $2,000 or by 

imprisonment for not more than one year or both. For the purpose of this 

section the word “furnish” shall mean to knowingly or intentionally supply, 

give, or provide to or allow a person under 21 years of age except for the 

children and grandchildren of the person being charged to possess alcoholic 

beverages on premises or property owned or controlled by the person 

charged." 
 

Adults who host parties where there will be underage drinking on property they control are held 

responsible for all actions of persons who are drinking regardless of who furnishes the alcohol.  

Things adults should remember… 

 

- You are breaking the law if you allow your child and/or their friends to consume alcohol 

in your home.  The law applies to any property under your control, including if you rent a 

hotel room for your child.  

 

- You may be financially responsible if your child or underage guest injures another person 

(or himself) after having consumed alcohol, if you controlled the supply of the alcohol, 

made it available, or served it. Civil judgments can be for millions of dollars. 

 

- For you to be found guilty under the Social Host Law, the Commonwealth must prove 

that you or your child knowingly or intentionally supplied, gave, provided, or allowed 

minors to possess alcohol at your home or other property you controlled. You may also 

be sued civilly. 

 

- Your child could be charged criminally if there is underage drinking happening in your 

home, whether they allowed it, provided it or not.  It is your job as a parent to ensure that 

there is not any illegal activity occurring in your home.  

 

- You might or might not be covered by homeowner’s insurance.  Many homeowners’ 

insurance policies do not cover situations where criminal conduct is involved. 

 

- Adults who are charged with this violation face a fine of not more than $2,000 and/or 

imprisonment for a maximum of one year  

 

ADULTS WHO HOST, LOSE THE MOST! 
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Additional Resources 

 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health  

http://www.mass.gov/essexda/docs/publications/alcohol-and-drugs/social-host-

tagged.pdf 

 

Massachusetts Social Host Law 

http://www.mass.gov/essexda/prevention-and-intervention/juvenile-

prevention/social-host-liability.html  

 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving: Social Host Laws  

http://www.madd.org/underage-drinking/the-power-of-parents/high-school-

parents/social-host/  

 
The Partnership for Drug Free Kids and the Treatment Research Institute  

http://socialhost.drugfree.org/state/massachusetts  
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